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ment we are both rendered incapable of civil and military
employments. However, we cannot but wonder at the bold
familiarity of these schismatics, in calling the members of
the National Church their brethren and fellow Protestants.
It. is true, that all these sects (except the Catholics) are
brethren to each other in faction, ignorance, iniquity, per-
verseness, pride, and (if we except the Quakers) in rebellion.
But, how the churchmen can be styled their fellow Pro-
testants, we cannot comprehend. Because, when the whole
Babel of sectaries joined against the Church, the King, and
the nobility for twenty years, in a match at football; where
the proverb expressly tells us, that all are fellows; while
the three kingdoms were tossed to and fro, the churches,
and cities, and royal palaces shattered to pieces by their
balls, their buffets, and their kicks; the victors would allow
no more fellows at football: But murdered, sequestered,
plundered, deprived, banished to the plantations, or en-
slaved all their opposers who had lost the game.

It is said the world is governed by opinion; and poli-
ticians assure us, that all power is founded thereupon.
Wherefore, as all human creatures are fond to distraction
of their own opinions; and so much the more, as those
opinions are absurd, ridiculous, or of little moment; it
must follow, that they are equally fond of power. But no
opinions are maintained with so much obstinacy as those in
religion, especially by such zealots who never bore the least
regard to religion, conscience, honour, justice, truth, mercy,
or common morality, farther than in outward appearance;
under the mask of hypocrisy, to promote their diabolical
designs. And therefore Bishop Burnet, one of their oracles,
tells us honestly, that the saints of those fanatic times, pro-
nounced themselves above morality; which they reckoned
among'."beggarly elements"; but the meaning of those
two last words thus applied, we confess to be above our
understanding.

Among those kingdoms and states which first embraced
the Reformation, England appears to have received it in; the
most regular way; where it was introduced in a peaceable
manner, by the supreme power of a King,1 and the three
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